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Supporting Digital Literacy
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Ontario Curriculum

What is digital literacy? 

Digital literacy involves the ability to 

solve problems using technology in 

a safe, legal, and ethically 

responsible manner. With the ever-

expanding role of digitalization and 

big data in the modern world, digital 

literacy also means having strong 

data literacy skills and the ability to 

engage with emerging technologies. 

Digitally literate students recognize 

the rights and responsibilities, as 

well as the opportunities, that come 

with living, learning, and working in 

an interconnected digital world.

Use appropriate digital 

tools

Regulate use of 

technology to support 

well-being

Analyze and interpret data

Demonstrate willingness 

to explore emerging 

technology

Manage digital footprint 

including social media 

Understand society’s role 

in the evolution of 

technology
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Digital Citizenship

Online Safety, Well-Being, and Etiquette

Research and Information Literacy

Forms, Conventions, and Techniques

Media, Audience, and Production

Innovation and Design

Community and Cultural Awareness
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Digital Literacy is 

Cross-Curricular!
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Kids need:

Parental involvement

Open communication

Digital literacy skills
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Entertainment

Socialization

Information

Personal space

What do youth want 

from the Internet?
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Entertainment
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38 per cent of adults think 
teens should spend less 
time online…. 

…23 per cent of teens agree!
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• Replacing other 

activities

• Negatively affecting 

relationships

• School work 

suffering

• Mood swings

• Neglecting hygiene

Should you be worried?
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Technical tips

• Set up separate e-mail address for registering for games sites

• Turn on privacy settings in browser 

• Ensure that you keep your browser up to date

• Install adblocking software
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Socializing
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• How do you socialize when you 
can’t control the 

✓ Context?
✓ Time?
✓ Place?
✓ Audience?
✓ Tone?

• Help children learn to handle 
both their own and others’ 
information with care
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Tips to Develop Critical Thinking

• Talk 

• Read

• Check

http://mediasmarts.ca/sites/mediasmarts/files/games/reality-check/index.html#/
https://landing.adobe.com/en/na/products/creative-cloud/69308-real-or-photoshop/index.html
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In 2023, ad spending on social media is 

projected to reach more than $268 billion.
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Information Seeking
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www.destinydiscover.com
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Parent 

Resource
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Personal Space

“I hadn’t realized that this was 

meant to be read by everyone in 

the world except me!”

– Mother whose daughter was upset 

because she had read her blog.
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You are the single most 

powerful resource to help 

your kids get the most 

out of the digital world.

Eventually our kids are 

going to be making 

their own choices 

online. We want to be 

the little voice in their 

heads that prompts 

them to pause and 

reflect – and be the 

people they can go to, 

if things go wrong.



Sonja Upton

Library & Media Consultant, K-12

Sonja.Upton@dsbn.org

mailto:Sonja.Upton@dsbn.org
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